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border. With this force went the Deputy Commis-
sioner, whose presence and authority tied Lowther's
hands, and various disagreements occurred. The
Deputy Commissioner placed too much reliance on
information with which he furnished the commander
of the column, and which was faulty. A point four
miles from Kebang village was reached, where a
stockade was met with from which fire was opened
and a bugler killed. The approach being difficult,
the force withdrew to renew the attack next day ;
but that night the Abors sturdily attacked the camp,
the troops got demoralised and retired out of the
hills. In doing so they were hustled the whole of
the way, and lost four killed and twenty-two wounded.
As all the neighbouring villages had now joined
Kebang, the discomfited expedition made ignomi-
nious haste for Dibrughar. For this failure both
Commander and Deputy Commissioner were severely
blamed by the authorities.

The repulse of this force naturally encouraged
the tribe to greater aggression, and in the following
year, 1859, another force under Major Hannay, with
300 rifles of the 42nd A.L.I., sixty gunners with
two howitzers and two mortars, were sent across the
border to go for Kebang. This force advanced as
the previous one had done to Pasighat, and thence
attacked two stockaded positions at Runkang and
Manku, where the Abors were driven out with a loss
to us of one killed and forty-four wounded. The
savages stuck well to their defences, and this together
with the difficult nature of the country and the great
number of coolies and elephants with the column,
took the heart out of Hannay and his men. After